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Veteran broadcaster Alan Jones arrested
following nine-month investigation

Veteran broadcaster Alan
Jones has been arrest-
ed at his luxury Sydney
apartment over allega-
tions he indecently as-
saulted several young
men.

Alan Jones has been
arrested at his Sydney
Harbour apartment over
historic allegations he in-
decently assaulted sev-
eral young men.

The veteran Australian
broadcaster, 83, was ar-
rested by detectives at
his Circular Quay resi-
dence on Monday follow-
ing a nine-month investi-
gation by the State Crime
Command’s child abuse
and sex crimes squad.
“Child Abuse Squad de-
tectives have arrested
a man following an in-
vestigation into alleged
indecent assault and
sexual touching offences
spanning two decades,”
a NSW Police statement
read.

“In March 2024, State
Crime Command’s Child
Abuse Squad established
Strike Force Bonnefin to
investigate a number of
alleged indecent assaults
and sexual touching inci-
dents between 2001 and
2019.

“Following extensive in-
quiries, about T.45am
today, strike force detec-
tives executed a search
warrant at a unit in Cir-
cular Quay where they
arrested an 83-year-old
man.”

Jones has been taken to
Day Street police station
in central Sydney. Police
are expected to address
the media this afternoon.
In December, Jones ve-
hemently denied allega-
tions he indecently as-
saulted young men over
his lengthy career.

The former Ilong-time
talkback host at Syd-
ney’s 2GB, who for de-
cades was one of the
country’s most influen-
tial and feared commen-
tators, allegedly used his

position of power to prey
on a number of young
men, an investigation by
the Herald and The Age
reported at the time.

The article had outlined
allegations against
Jones from a former
2GB employee, a former
waiter and an aspiring
musician.

Jones, through his law-
yers Mark O’Brien Legal,
told the newspaper at the
time, “Our client denies
ever having indecently
assaulted the persons
referred to in your letter,
and your suggestion that
he has is scandalous,
grossly offensive and
seriously defamatory of
him.”

Per the outlet, one of
the assaults allegedly
took place in 1965 when
Jones was teaching at
Brisbane Grammar in
Queensland, where he
was alleged to have
put his hands down the
pants of a student for
“maybe 30 seconds to
a minute”. Jones was 23
at the time.

Another student at The
King’s School in Parra-
matta, New South Wales,
where Jones next taught,
alleged he put his hand
down his athletic shorts.
Jones is also accused
of indecently assault-
ing young men over the
course of his 35-year
radio career, including a
former 2GB employee.
“If I went to the police,
Jones could be charged.
What he did to me was
a criminal offence. He
cannot die without peo-
ple knowing what he’s
done,” the former 2GB
staffer told the Herald.
The anonymous man,
whom the publication
gave the pseudonym
‘Brad Webster’, was 20
when he was hired, while
Jones was 65.

Among a slew of Web-
ster’s allegations
cluded Jones had kissed
him without consent in

in-

an elevator, and that he
exposed himself in an
apartment.

Shortly after news of
Jones’ arrest broke, 2GB
morning host Ray Hadley
went to air, telling view-
ers he would remain neu-
tral in his commentary
until he can discuss it
“factually”.

“At this particular stage,
I don’t know [if] charges
have been laid. Allega-
tions have been put to Mr
Jones and his lawyers no
doubt,” Hadley said.

“But I hope everyone un-
derstands the need for
me to be circumspect.
For me to report on mat-
ters factually and refrain
from editorial comment
in relation to the matter
because it will now be
before the courts, | would
imagine, and then the
matters can be reported
on factually.”

Hadley, who announced
earlier this month he was
departing 2GB, went on
to lambast “nparcs” writ-
ing into the station ac-
cusing him of quitting his
job because of Jones’ al-
leged indiscretions.

“This had nothing to do
with my decision. Noth-
ing whatsoever,” Hadley
said.

“It’s completely devoid of
the decision I've taken.
“At some time in the fu-
ture those reasons will
become patently obvi-
ous to everyone, but in
the meantime, I'll say no
more.”

Jones hosted his top-
rating breakfast show
on 2GB for two decades
before retiring for health
reasons in May 2020.

He went on to host The
Alan Jones Program
on Sky News Australia,
where he had appeared
as a panellist and co-
host since 2013.

Jones abruptly departed
Sky News in November
2021, announcing the
network chose not to re-
new his contract.

Dutton’s ‘reckless arrogance’ not suited
for foreign policy, Chalmers says

Jim Chalmers has dished
out a scathing assessment
of one Aussie leader’s abil-
ity to navigate Australia’s

“complex relationships”
in the wake of the US elec-
tion.

Jim Chalmers has dished
out a scathing assessment
of Peter Dutton’s states-
manship, saying the Oppo-
sition Leader’s “reckless
arrogance” could jeopar-
dise Australia’s interna-
tional relationships.
Following Donald Trump’s
election victory earlier this
month, the Albanese gov-
ernment has been trying to
figure out where Australia
fits into the US president-
elect’s America first agen-
da

The Treasurer dismissed
a poll that found voters
felt Mr Dutton would have
better chemistry with Mr
Trump than Anthony Alba-
nese.

“I think more broadly, the
government under An-
thony Albanese has got an
excellent record of manag-
ing relationships around
the world, making genu-
ine progress, whether it's
with China, whether it’s
with American friends or
others,” Mr Chalmers told
Nine’s Today.

“Anthony Albanese has
already had a very pro-
ductive conversation with
President Trump.

“And | think when it comes
to Peter Dutton, I think he
has a kind of a reckless
arrogance which doesn’t
lend itself to foreign policy
and maintaining and man-
aging some of these com-
plex relationships.

“I think he would be a risk
to our economy and that’s
because that reckless ar-
rogance, which has been a
defining feature of his time
as a politician over a long
period of time now ... that
kind of reckless arrogance
doesn’t lend itself to man-
aging these relationships,
which are so important to
us.”

With Mr Trump’s threat
of blanket tariffs on all
foreign imports looming
large, Mr Chalmers has
been central to the govern-
ment’s efforts to position

Australia for the incoming
US administration.

The weekend poll pub-
lished by the Australian
Financial Review found A1
per cent of voters thought
Mr Dutton was “better
placed to engage and ne-
gotiate with President-
elect Donald Trump, in
Australia’s best interests”.
36 per cent said Mr Alba-
nese was better placed.
Mr Dutton has weighed
in on the results, saying
he was “better equipped”
to lead Australia than the

man he hopes to unseat.

“I think in terms of our
most important ally, the
United States, and presi-
dent Trump, | can work
very effectively with him
and with other world lead-
ers, and I think I've demon-
strated that in senior port-
folios over a long period of
time,” he told Sky News.
Commenting on the poll,
Nationals frontbencher
Barnaby Joyce earlier said
that maybe voters saw
similarities between Mr
Dutton and Mr Trump.

Lidia Thorpe says government purposeful-
ly censured her while she was on a plane

The firebrand senator,
donning a necklace that
said “not my king”, ac-
cused the senate of pur-
posefully condemning her
while she was on a plane.
Firebrand senator Lidia
Thorpe has accused the
government of purposely
passing a censure mo-
tion while they knew she
was on a plane from Mel-
bourne to Canberra.

Her outburst comes after
the Victorian senator was
censured alongside far
right crossbencher Ralph
Babet after she interrupt-
ed King Charles with an
expletive-fuelled protest
during the royal visit in
October.

Senator Thorpe remained
defiant on  Tuesday,
speaking to media while
wearing a pendant that
read: “Not my King”.

“I certainly didn’t lose
any sleep over it. It means
nothing to me. Except the
fact this parliament and
this colony will continue
to shut down truth tell-
ing, and particularly black
women who speak truth,”
she told the ABC.

She also questioned why
she was not given an
opportunity to respond,
stating that she was on
a plane at the time of the
motion.

“The government knew
that | was on the plane, the
Qantas plane, I'm a single
mum, | can’t just come up

on a Sunday and prepare
myself for the week, | have
to fly on Monday morn-
ing,” she said.

“l have a VCE child that
needs me, | get on the
plane like every other par-
liament sitting, I'm usually
here on time, however,
Qantas was running late,
and | watched the Senate
motion happening on You-
Tube on the plane.

“And that wasn’t a nice
feeling to see that | was
being censured via You-
Tube after | messaged
one of the ministers to
say, you know, | want to
be there, and | wanted — |
want to respond.”
Senator  Thorpe also
promised to continue to
protest and accused the
parliament of being “com-
plicit in the genocide of
my people”.

On Monday the Senate
overwhelmingly voted to
censure Senator Thorpe
46 voles to 12, in the
largely symbolic measure.
The government’s lead-
er of the Senate Penny
Wong said the motion was
moved “reluctantly”.
“These are actions which
seek to incite outrage
and grievance, actually to
boost their own profiles,
and this is part of a trend
that we do see internation-
ally, but quite frankly we
don’t need here in Austra-
lia,” the Foreign Minister
said.
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Chalmers flags major changes to superannuation

Labor will move to reform
how retirees will be able to
access their super, as the
number of Aussies over 85
are set to triple in the next
four decades.

Jim Chalmers has flagged
sweeping reforms to how
retirees will be able to use
their superannuation, as
more than 2.5 million Aus-
tralians are set to retire in
the next decade.

Changes to regulations will
allow super funds to of-
fer more “innovative prod-
ucts,” such as payments
distributed through instal-
ments instead of an upfront
lump sum and money back
guarantees, with the re-
forms slated to kick in from
mid-2026.

“We are improving the in-
novative income stream
regulations and support-
ing more innovation in
retirement products,” the
Treasurer will say in a pre-
recorded speech set to be
delivered at the Association
of Superannuation Funds
of Australia conference on
Wednesday.

“This will give members
more options that meet
their needs and help them
make the most of their su-
per.”

Additionally the reforms will
also create a “best practice
and voluntary principles”
to help the design of future
plans, and create a new re-
porting framework set to
commence from 20217.

Dr Chalmers will say the re-
forms would be “practical,
pragmatic, and sensible,”
adding that they were need-
ed given Australia’s ageing
population.

The number of Australians
aged more than 65 is set to
double and the number of
Australians aged over 85
slated to triple in the next
four decades.

“The superannuation sys-
tem is reaching a pivotal
moment,” he will say.
“Within the next decade,
over 2.5 million Australians
are expected to retire ..
Over the next four decades,
drawdowns from super are
estimated to increase from
2.4 per cent of GDP to 5.6
per cent of GDP.

“As our economy chang-
es, population ages and
the super system evolves,

more and more Australians
will draw down on bigger
pools of savings, that they
will rely on for longer.”
However he will add that
more focus needs to be
placed on the “retirement
phase” in order to give re-
tirees “peace of mind”.
Currently employers are re-
quired to pay 11.5 per cent
superannuation to employ-
ers, with that rate to be in-
creased to 12 per cent on
July 1, 2025.

While the Coalition has at-
tempted to push reforms
such as allowing prospec-
tive homeowners to access

superannuation for hous-
ing, Mr Chalmers will en-
force future policy should
have an “emphasis on
preservation”.

The government is also
seeking to hit superannua-
tion balances of more than
$3m with an extra 15 per
cent on earnings, bring-
ing the total rate to 30 per
cent.

Treasury estimates have
said that by July 2025 there
will be about 80,000 indi-
viduals with more than $3m
in superannuation, how-
ever this number is likely to
increase due to inflation.

unnings facial recognition cameras breach
Privacy Act, retailer to challenge ruling

Bunnings’ use of facial
recognition technology
breached the Privacy Act, a
commission has ruled, but
the retail giant says it will
fight the ruling.

Privacy Commissioner
Carly Kind announced on
Tuesday Bunnings had
breached Australians’ pri-
vacy by collecting their
personal and sensitive in-
formation.

Bunnings collected indi-
viduals’ sensitive informa-
tion without consent, failed
to take reasonable steps
to notify individuals their
personal information was
being collected, and did
not include required infor-
mation in its privacy policy,
the Commissioner found.
Bunnings stopped using
the cameras while the Com-
missioner investigated.
However, on Tuesday the
retailer said it would chal-
lenge the findings at the
Administrative Review Tri-
bunal.

“The Commissioner ac-
knowledged that (facial
recognition technology)
had the potential to pro-
tect against serious issues,
such as crime and violent
behaviour,” a Bunnings
spokesperson said in a
statement.

“This was the very reason
Bunnings used the technol-
ogy.”

CCTV cameras in at least
62 Victorian and NSW
stores captured the faces
of hundreds of thousands
of people between Novem-
ber 2018 and November

2021.

A person’s face is deemed
sensitive information under
the Privacy Act. Bunnings
says the image of anyone
who did not match a face
on their banned register
was instantly deleted.
“Unless matched against a
specific database of people
known to, or banned from
stores for abusive, violent
behaviour or criminal con-
duct, the electronic data of
the vast majority of people
was processed and deleted
in 0.00417 seconds - less
than the blink of an eye,”
Bunnings says.

“We believe that customer
privacy was not at risk. The
electronic data was never
used for marketing pur-
poses or to track customer
behaviour.”

The retailer says abuse,
threats and assaults on re-
tail staff across the sector
continue to rise, and those
statistics do not convey the
impact such incidents had
on staff.

“Everyone deserves to feel
safe at work. No one should
have to come to work and
face verbal abuse, threats,
physical violence or have
weapons pulled on them,”
the company said in a
statement.

The Privacy Commissioner
conceded Bunnings may
have had good intentions
with the cameras.
“However, just because a
technology may be help-
ful or convenient, does not
mean its use is justifiable,”
Ms Kind said.

PM declares trade win with China despite
Xi’'s warning amid simmering tensions

Anthony Albanese is de-
claring a major trade win
with China despite sim-
mering tensions high-
lighted by a warning from
Xi Jinping.

The Prime Minister met
with the Chinese Presi-
dent on the sidelines of
the G20 summit in Brazil
on Monday (local time).
Speaking to media af-
ter the bilateral talks, Mr
Albanese declared Can-
berra and Beijing had
“restored trade between
our two countries.”
“Impediments have been
removed across a range
of industries; wine, tim-
ber, coal, barley, seafood
and as a result of that,
some $20bn of trade has
been resumed,” he told

reporters.
“m confident that the
agreement, which will

see the lobster trade re-
sumed in time for the
Lunar New Year in 2025,
will be delivered.

“I've said number of
times that we will co-op-
erate with China where
we can.

“We’ll disagree where we
must, but we’ll engage
in our national interest,
and we’ve managed to
improve relations with-
out compromising any of
Australia’s national inter-
ests.”

But while Mr Albanese
was keen to spruik trade
stabilisation with Aus-
tralia’s biggest trading
partner, Mr Xi struck a far
more cautious tone.

In joint remarks ahead of
the talks, Mr Xi said there
had been “some prog-
ress in China-Australia
relations” over the past
decade, but also “some
twists and turns.”

“Now, our relations have
realised a turnaround
and continues to grow,
bringing tangible ben-
efits to our two peoples,”
he said.

“So, this is the result of
our collective hard work
in the same direction,

and should be main-
tained with great care.”
Back in Australia, op-
position foreign affairs
spokesman Simon Bir-
mingham weighed in,
saying Australia should
“absolutely aspire” to
keeping the region “as
economically open as
possible”.

But the Coalition front-
bencher urged the Al-
banese government fo-
cus on currying favour
with Donald Trump amid
concerns around the US
president-elect’s floated
tariff plan.

“Now from an Austra-
lian perspective, as well
as preserving our re-
gional openness, the
other thing the Albanese
government should be
doing is responding to
those Trump policies by
seeking to ensure Aus-
tralia is mounting the
strongest possible case
about trade surplus .. (as
well as getting) exemp-
tions from the proposed
Trump administration on
trade tariffs.”

In his comments after
his meeting with Mr Xi,
Mr Albanese said he did
not discuss the incom-
ing US president with the
Chinese leader, but that
Australia’s alliance with
the US did come up.
“Our alliance is with the
United States and that is
the only context in which
(the US) was raised,” he
said.

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese says he met
with Chinese President
Xi Jinping to talk about
the progress in “stabilis-

ing..
The Albanese govern-

ment has sought to
strike a balance between
pushing for trade nor-
malisation with Beijing
while making multilateral
efforts to contain China’s
growing assertiveness in
the Indo-Pacific.
Australia has also com-
mitted record amounts
of cash to defence in a
bid to rapidly expand its
striking capabilities.

The Defence Department
said on Tuesday Austra-
lia, the UK and the US had
reached an agreement to
speed up “testing of hy-
personic vehicles and
related technologies” as
part of AUKUS Pillar Il.
“Development of hy-
personic technology is
a key Defence priority,
identified in the 2024 Na-
tional Defence Strategy,”
Defence said in a state-
ment.

“It is a capability that
can hold time critical
and heavily defended
targets at risk from in-
creased ranges, enhanc-
ing the survivability of
the Australian Defence
Force against potential
threats.”

Mr Albanese said he had
“raised issues that mat-
ter to us” with Mr Xi.

“l raised the issues of
human rights, | raised
Taiwan, | raised cyber, |
raised the supply of as-
sets to Russia, | raised
the ICBM missile test
that I'd previously raised
as well with the Chinese
Premier,” he said, after
being asked about the
Chinese security threat.
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celebrates
with just Claus

Liverpool
Christmas

Arrest warrants issued for Ne-
tanyahu, Gallant and Hamas
commander

Labor’s promise to legislate
100,000 fee-free TAFE place-
ments hits hurdle, Coalition

Y

Scenes from last year’s Liverpool City Council Christmas in the Mall

You better watch out and
you better be good because
Santa Claus is coming to
Liverpool in a spectacular
countdown to Christmas
that will leave you sleighed.
Liverpool’s colourful Christ-
mas in the Mall will turn on
the festive cheer in Macqua-
rie Mall from 5pm to 10pm
on 29 November to 1 De-
cember.

The special guests during
three exciting days when
Yule have fun with Santa
Claus and Mrs Claus.

They made the long trip
from the North Pole in their
sleigh to meet Liverpool’s
boys and girls and hear
what they would like to find
under their tree on Christ-
mas morning.

A couple of elves might
have snuck onto the sleigh
as well and maybe there’ll
be a glimpse of Rudolph,
so have your ‘elf a merry
little Christmas, and there
may also be time to take an
‘elfie.

“Christmas is a wonder-
ful time of the year for ev-
eryone big or small,” said
Liverpool Mayor Ned Man-
noun.

“It’s a time when we can put
larger problems and issues
to one side for a moment
and look for the peace and

contentment that Christmas
brings.

“Christmas is a special time
of year: Santa graces you
with his presents!

“l express the hope that just
about everyone in Liverpool
will find something to be
happy about at Christmas
time.”

Macquarie Mall will come to
life during the three days of
Christmas celebrations.
There will be carol singing
with established perform-
ers leading the crowd in
familiar tunes — but wait,
there’s myrrh.

Join in the Christmas-
themed movie marathon
and a children can have fun
with face painting, arts and
crafts.

Santa will be there for pho-
tographs and to have a chat
and he’ll also pick up the
letters children can write to
him in the Mall about their
plans for Christmas and the
gifts they would like him to
bring.

For full details, click the
link - https:1ilwww.liverpool.
nsw.gov.aulcommunity/
major-eventsichristmas-in-
the-mall

Media Contact:

Alan Gale communica-
tions@liverpool.nsw.gov.au
0492 087 403

Judges at the Internation-
al Criminal Court have
issued arrest warrants
for Israel’s prime minis-
ter and Hamas’s military
commander.

The International Crimi-
nal Court has issued ar-
rest warrants for Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his for-
mer defence minister, as
well as Hamas’s military
chief Mohammed Deif.
The unprecedented move
drew a furious reaction
from Netanyahu, who
said in a statement. “Is-
rael rejects with disgust
the absurd and false ac-
tions and accusations
made against it.”

The ICC’s move now
theoretically limits the
movement of Netanyahu
as any of the court’s 124
national members would
be obliged to arrest him
on their territory.

“The Chamber issued
warrants of arrest for
two individuals, Mr Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and Mr
Yoav Gallant, for crimes
against humanity and war
crimes committed from at
least 8 October 2023 un-
til at least 20 May 2024,
the day the Prosecution
filed the applications for
warrants of arrest,” the
ICC said in a statement.
A warrant had also been
issued for Deif, it added.
Israel said in early August
it had killed Deif in an air
strike in southern Gaza in
July, but Hamas has not
confirmed his death.

The court said it had
pressed on with issuing
the arrest warrant as the
prosecutor had not been
able to determine wheth-
er Deif was dead.

- ‘Reasonable grounds’ -
The court said it had
found “reasonable
grounds” to believe Ne-
tanyahu and Gallant bore
“criminal responsibil-
ity” for the war crime of
starvation as a method
of warfare, as well as the

crimes against human-
ity of murder, persecu-
tion, and other inhumane
acts.

The ICC said the pair also
“bear criminal responsi-
bility as civilian superi-
ors for the war crime of
intentionally directing an
attack against the civilian
population”.

The court alleged both
men “intentionally and
knowingly deprived the
civilian population in
Gaza of objects indis-
pensable to their sur-
vival”, including food,
water, medicine, fuel, and
electricity.

Regarding the war crime
of starvation, the court
said the “lack of food,
water, electricity and fuel,
and specific medical sup-
plies, created conditions
of life calculated to bring
about the destruction of
part of the civilian popu-
lation in Gaza”.

This resulted in civilian
deaths including of chil-
dren, due to malnutri-
tion and dehydration, the
court charged.

“On the basis of material
presented by the Prose-
cution covering the peri-
od until 20 May 2024, the
Chamber could not deter-
mine that all elements of
the crime against human-
ity of extermination were
met,” the court said.
However, judges did say
there were reasonable
grounds to believe that
the crime against human-
ity of murder had been
committed in relation to
these victims.

Veteran war crimes pros-
ecutor and commentator
Reed Brody said the war-
rants were “as unprec-
edented as they are justi-
fied and indeed overdue.
“The ICC has never, in
over 21 years, indicted a
pro-Western official,” he
said. Hamas said the war-
rants for the Israeli offi-
cials were an “important
step towards justice”.

pulls support

The Coalition has pulled
support for a Labor
promise to permanently
fund 100,000 free TAFE
courses a year, labelling
the policy as a “lie”.

The Coalition has con-
firmed it will oppose
Labor’s promise for an
extra 100,000 free TAFE
placements, saying the
unfunded policy could
“permanently” saddle the
budget bottom line by an
extra $500m each year.
This comes as the gov-
ernment is attempting to
pass the key legislation
in final two sitting weeks
of the year which would
guarantee the funding of
100,000 fee-free TAFE
place every year from
2027.

However, the Opposition
says while the Bill forces
the government to pay for
the 100,000 p/lacements,
Labor is yet to allocate
funding for the proposed
policy which they say will
cost the budget $500m a
year.

It also says funding re-
quirements should not
be legislated in perpetu-
ity without a review of
its success, with Coali-
tion skills and training
spokeswoman  Sussan
Ley labelling the Bill as a
“lie”.

“Anthony  Albanese
is trying to cash in on
TAFE’s brand to boost
his bad poll numbers
but you can’t claim you
are permanently funding
100,000 free TAFE plac-
es and refuse to allocate
a dollar,” she said.

A spokesman for Skills
and Training Minister
Andrew Giles has also
contested the cost of the
policy, stating forward
estimates of the pro-
gram has been costed
at $253.Tm to pay for
at least 100,000 a year
from 2021.

“The Shadow Minister
for Skills and Training

is lying and making up
numbers,” he said.

Ms Ley also took aim at a
footnote in the Bill’s ex-
planatory memorandum
which says an “FT (free
TAFE) place may not be
free of all fees. The fees
covered will depend on
the terms and conditions
of the relevant FT agree-
ment”.

Although the Coalition
has pulled support, the
Greens have confirmed
they will still support the
Bill, which is still before
the House.

In principle, this means
Labor still needs the
support of at least two
crossbenchers in order
to guarantee support for
the Bill in the Senate.

To date, Labor has
spruiked increasing take-
up in vocational educa-
tion and training courses
through its 500,000 fee-
free placements, howev-
er questions have been
raised on course comple-
tion rates.

Documents quietly re-
leased by Mr Giles also
revealed only about 13
per cent of enrolments
begun under the fee-free
TAFE arrangements had
been completed between
March 2023-24, however
most courses supported
by the fee-free TAFE
agreement can take up
to three years of full time
study to complete.

In response to Ms Ley,
Mr Giles said the Coali-
tion needed to confirm
whether they will abolish
fee-free arrangements.
“There will be no Free
TAFE places under the
Liberals,” he said.

“They refuse to allocate
a dollar towards hard-
working Australians who
are getting the skills they
need for the jobs they
want. As long as there
is a Labor Government,
Free TAFE is here to
stay.”
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